Betty Hulburd Hine

Summer 1968 Letters
Leading to her August 31 Wedding

(Compiled by Ted Hine — March 2003)

The following 3 letters were sent by Betty from her St. Louis, MO home to her son Ted
Hine who was spending the summer of 1968 with his father Kirt Hine in Garrison, New
York.

The first letter, dated July Sth, was written before she had met her future husband, John
Alderson. It was a typically newsy letter about her summer in St. Louis. Notable at the
top of page 3 is a comment regarding an apparent attempt by a friend, Mrs. Mary Lee
Epstein, at “match making”.

The second letter, dated July 19", shows her excitement shortly after meeting John
Alderson.

By the time the third letter was written on August 6", Betty had returned from visiting
John in California and detailed wedding plans had been made. These plans are described
in the letter.
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August €, 1968,
Dear Ted,Greg, and Dede:

Ajoint letter is the only way I'll accomplish my duties..s.s0 please acecept with my
apologiese.esseThe boys wanted definate dates and I am sure that you all want news,..so
here goes.

I flew and John met me, California is the most amazing country and all the way to John's
the country looked all burned and unfriendly. I kept wondering if I could 'get accustomed to
such secenery but it didn't take long., John was very understanding and kept ann._ring me that
the Golden Hills were truly beautiful and that people did enjoy living there etc. etc.

Goncord is rambling and one has no feeling of a town, John lives in a development with

swimming pool club and all houses have green gardens walled in. The rooms are small but
many...e.and his family are the greatest. Molly and new baby cooked all our meals, 2 year

old ran around (Greg will delight him), Pat, her husband ran in between jobs (2 a day)

and took apart his Carmin Gia during his luneh hour, Brad finished his summer class and

stood around and grinned. He starts U, of Calife in Davis Octe lste....oliolly, Pat and children
will move around 9/15 to a trailer near campus for Pat and I hope , take lots of furmiture

w1th them.....locke has already moved to Berkley and working for the Atomic Energy Commss1on.

[ B

And T hope he comes back and takes lote of furniture with hn.m. The house needs my touch and a
bit of color, Big living kitchen which is great.

It took all week for John and me to accomplish wedding plans and license and blood tests,
ete. And we were giggled at evéry place we went, We almost decided mot to make it legal.
I'11 have to tell you the really funny experiences in person cause s¢ much was humorous.
Remind mee...eChuck Webster in Oakland tock out my stitches for me so I am on the mends
Remember Chuck? One of the Nims group. My problem was a bit out of ﬁis field since he is
in Cardiovascular diseases but he managedeeeesessCalled Wade and he and Judith are coming te
the wedding as are all four SullivanSeeesssNOW +..the wedding will be fax_nilies and a few
out of town guests only. You boys and John's children will all stand up with us and will double
as Ushers. There will be more people standing at the altar than will be seated. Then after
the ceremony we will take off for the Concord Imm (with wedding guests) to hold a reeeption
which will include John's friends and business people., for lunch and champagne and drinks.
Then we will eseape or go to John's house to setile you boys on your way or something. We

are going to take a honeymoon, hooray. To Carmel , I thinkesesesliotel reservations are for

8/28 to 9/1 for you boys. T.W.A. to Denver on 9/1, I will fly out 8/28 and collapse
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Rehersal is Aug. 29 at 5:00 ( my natal day), 8/30 is pick up the cake , check on flowers
and general confusion day, and wedding is at 11:00 Sat. morning. We must all be there
earlyeseesIf this isn't clear, I can understand why,.

Moving plans are as follews: Packers come in on 8/22, and §/23. Van will be loaded
8/26 and 8/27. Me leave 8/28, Neanwhile you boys and dogs and clothes a2hd crud will start off
in two cars for Colorado and thence to Calif, say about 8/2l....sell0W between then and now
there is nothing to do except clean out everything in the house and garage, Throw or sell
9/10 ths of it away/. Pack for me....buy me a dress to be married iN....notify people
address announcements, lose everything that has to be saved...change addresses , close
bank accounts, write press releases and try to br rested and pretty for the great daye..Ha.

Oh, yes, I forgote.sse«SELL THE HOUSE. )

And there is one more slight complication, Hank and Fritz and Jack Painter drove to Calif.
Spent several days with Mal ( old classmate) at Mill Creek, got picked up by Military Police
and taken into San F. for guestioning by , of all things s the C.I.A. and in general had a ball,
They all arrived at John's Wed. night, to leave Hank with us for a few days. Thurs. morn
Usak.couldnlt get up. Seems that he had had.a headache for three days and suddenly "WiHAP',
Friday we were told by the M.D, that were he not a transient he would be in the hospital
and that if his fever went Homn by Sun, morn he may be able to fly home with me , if not
he siayed there for more tests, Cause they couldn't find out what was wrong but had established
that it wasn't Polio, Mono, nor Spinal MenengitiSe..Well his fever went down and I held him
up gll the way home on the plane and we were met by John's ex-sister in law who brought us
home, Inside the door was a big note left by real estabe agent on 8/1 telling us that we
had ne plumbing nor water, Upstairs John had given way agéin making a mess in an empty house, :
Plumber came on an emergency call Mon. morn, We went to Sl. Lukes and Dre B for tests and I
am still trying to get a painter. Ch boy. Hank's tests came back today all same as in Calif,
Chest X-ray negative so as of Thursday we go to a Hemotoligist, Hank's blood count is still
so far off that something serious is the matter but no one éan find out what. At least he
is still at home and not in the Hospitale. He can't stand up for more than a couple of mimtes,
And he is pretty big for me to pick up. His temperature does funny things so Dr. B. said that
he must have some sort of a blood disease. Seriousg But he is sick and we will know more by
Friday, Poor kid but at least he is reasonably comfortable lyins down, and his friends have
brought him Milkshakes and posies.
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Now if I have forgotten anything, jusi.ask and I'11 tells OheossoThe climate in the

valley where Concord is located is hdt during the day ‘ but no humidity and it drops

to LO at night, John and I took a walk every night with dog NERD who is a'Mostly' and I
nearly fro\ze. SeFs is cold this season of the year, Air conditionmer in car gets turned off
half way there, Summer in S,F, is Oct#® Winter in Concord is rainy season which starts in
Dec. Sweater and gkirt weather, for daytime, I left winter clothes at John's for going to
S.F. and summer shifts to wear in Concord, Concord is one h(;ur from the S.F, airport and
John commutes to S.F, to work every day., Instead of a suit Hank bought a dark Blue blazer
and dark grey trousers, I don't see why he can't wear this to the wedding for morning

but I want a thought from Sister on this. Hé looked snappy in it with a blue button down shirt
and dark tie and maybe all Hine Boys could dress the same, John tends toward dark suits se
we can form sides and vote. After all I may be married in bluejeans,

Haven't had ome single minute to write to John Nalley so please show himg this letter,
Dedes He sent a grand note and card. We will have a photographer at wedding and recep. so
there will be a record Iof this great event. Also music,.

Now if Dede can come she can stay in my lotel rcom with me, you boys are all together,
. ;
Drive carefully boys. I really do not think that I can take anything else at this

-

moment. John says that I have been running on reserve for four weeks and I guess he is right.
Please keep the folks in North Calciwell up to date for I have no time to writes Tell
everybody to come to the wedding and recp. and we will have a blast. Next swmer during
John's vacation we will have a cocktail party ¥ in St. Louis so dblhat we can meet each others
friends and sooth the brows of all these who are mad cause we are not marrying here, John
is not a well heeled man but is so absolutely great and warm and pixie and HE LCVES ¥ VERY ]'
MUCH. And me too,
Sister keep me posted on what days you might be able to get off from Finch. It would
be so grand to have you at the wedding.
Love you ’all.

. Mommy and Susan
P.S. John plays tennis and bridge and swims like a fish. We are the same hight when I am

in high heels , short grey erew cut, usually a bow tie, muscular, small pot belly which I
shall endevor to remove, Brad is bigger than Ted (and electriecal) and Locke is built like

Greg‘Molly is female and has the biggest eyes I've ever seen, Sorry a Hine boy didn't find
her firste



